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Technnlngy

Making Movies

cachers and students have been using mowies for langiage

learnimg for years, With rhe rise in availabiliey of camcosders,

many also began creating and dwring theis owi movies,
Persomalieed video cam allow kossons o become dymamac and
1.1hrmrm.'|'mrirmm for barh emadenr and reachers H.rmg imalved in
the creation of vadeo can Empower students and |u‘-.'-l.-"-;i¢ thieis wath
a framework in which they can farther explon: roabms of linguage
use they might othereise nor notioe, Collaborarve proup viden
projects can help o estabhsh a constructnast leaming environasent
thar is mcanimghel and engaging. L sleoal, vider has ouch to offcr
us. But whut do we need to know in ender o use video effecrively?

Rise of Digital Video

Uial;i-l-ﬂ video has made all of tas even mone accessable and varied.
We can create ]ti;f;h qualiey video with rather inexpensive
equipment, & digiral viden camera can be dhared by many vsers in
a gngle department, thus minimizing investment. A sogle digital
video-capable computer can be wed w edit thes: vidoos and they
can then be distmibured among snadenrs and reschere rheowigh 5
varery of meant, mcluding web servers, CDs and DV,

Basic Video Skills

It 1¢ helpfal t0 have a bir of vioal and production guidance. Wihile
ir s extremely easy to point and click @ camera, making videvs et
match the queality of commercial videos s not yet 100% accessible
to modt of ue. Video can n:rl'.ilnl\'h: i hime CONSUMINE rru'[r.'rl.'nr
bair warh pracmce youn can et betrer and better results each time
you work with it However, when just gewting stared it is
iportant (o know where to tum for advice. There are people who
s:pl:nr] their Tves wm‘l-:ing nn|].' with wviden az a iwnr'r-.-l:inn whes are
mever satisfied with ther results 2o we have o keep thissgs in
perpective. | Teie arc a b of fuirly san VIJ:IL thinys we can take imito
consideration when working with 0, | have heen making
instmchonal dens for yedrs and ||.15-t rﬂ.'rm]:," ook @ Comirse on
video production thal tauglt me many Usings that [ never would
have constdered proviously, Here is 2 bist of some of the highlaghs:
= Yioun can'r make up fior had dhooting with good editing. This is by
far the most impaortant 1;!nir|.r Lf wosur camera is mod steady or
focused you wall never be able to make 15 steady and focused no
marter how much you edin,

Mlee a rnr\-m'l

s Foous

> Set white balance (most cameras allow you o ser the degree of

what *is” whire by puthing a burron named “white halance”
and focusing in on something you deem oo be white. If vou do
et b this, you are likely o end up with yellvsvish tinring).
* Prepare for movement
I ehere wall ba magson, |'H'-F"IH the shat wirth extra space in the
direction e subject will be awwang,
# {heck vour hlgh'rmp,
I you (e i sdeguate (or b much) Beht you will have
disappointing results,

Hiagh newin a8 a good fimie to avoid too many shadows,
.H'!l'ii-'l:-l"-']-'. what we do when nli.li.:lp; a5 b prat the |.1il:|.1.1 !l.l-|.1r|.'||.-:r in
whatever way we chwose, but without good qualicy pieces there i
limde we can do m improve thinge. Here are a few very helpful
reenmTees o consider when $|'HJ"H'IH,E W
= Wh’.h:tte:ﬂu.llu.mulu"u tfndwT:pnup
* www.Iarcpeteromnkv iring-rips.heenl
® www.marepeterconukshooting-mnps. homl

Onece you get a feel for general concepts of video creation and
production, you need w leam o use the software.,

Video Editing Software

There are 3 number of sofrweare packapes thar wn can use For
capruring and eding your viden. Free programs such as Apple’s
iMovie and Microsoft’s Movie Maker are quite cusy to usc. They
wlow vou o capture (o import) video, add ddes, transitions,
additional sudio and a number of ather rypical adpetments. Cither
unfracare, aich as Adobe Premiere and Apple’s Final Cut provide
you with a wider bremdtls of professional opportunitics, In order
et more information about using cach of there packages, the
!-n"i.'r“.'ll'lg tinil m.'l.}' !'h' '|H-F|'.||I:
» Connecting a digital video camers to your comnputer (for
Minae Muker)
wwwmictosoft.com windowspuang moviemaken gerstarted
CAMErITONC. MEpT
¢ Download video to computer wsing Movie Maker
wwwnictusoltcom windo using mosemakenperstarted
dovwnloadviden. mep e o
= Fasy erepa for creating moenes
wyrwaimacrosol L oo windewaap'usangmwsacmakon vadooserea
‘.L-.r.".'l'F.'l:
s Saving and Shaning meaes with Movie Maker
wowrwmicrosolt comdwindowsagy using unvicnmken e bstacicd s
wringsharing.n
. ﬂnlitf:c mr-:uvialfpﬁfu' i
wwncapple com/supportimovie/

Equipment

Giond r||:u|'|n camerss can be purchased for a few hundred dollars.
Messt consumer digital video canseras wre guite a value dvese days,
Sl casneras Gin be connected dirceely mo a compatible computer
{ypically this mvebves a compurer porr commonky known as
firewire). The most important aspect of a digital video camers s
the ks, For resources related o the sclecton of digiral video
carncras, =oc this columm, msue 37 { Jan/Feb, H04) .:nlﬁrlThm limle:
hn]'-'.-'."grrp;lm_[; et it
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